PRINCIPAL PARTS OF FREQUENTLY USED IRREGULAR GREEK VERBS

The verb tenses in Greek are divided into six basic “systems”called Principal Parts. Each
system has a distinct verb stem, from which all the various tenses and their respective
“voices” are built. The six systems and their respective tenses and voices are as follows:

System Principal Parts Tenses and Voices
1. PRESENT ACTIVE (AV w) Present & Imperfect (all voices)
2. FUTURE ACTIVE (Avo w) Future Active & Middle
3. AORIST ACTIVE (€ Avo ) Aorist Active & Middle
4. PERFECT ACTIVE (Aé Avk o) Perfect & Pluperfect Active
5. PERFECT MIDDLE & PASSIVE (Aé Av pau) Perfect & Pluperfect Middle & Passive
6. AORIST PASSIVE (€ AvOnv) Aorist & Future Passive

In order to recognize a Greek verb, it is necessary to be familiar with its principal parts. The
“regular” principal parts system is represented by Avw (above). The Principal Parts chart
that follows charts the principal parts of many frequently encountered “irregular” verbs
occurring in the Greek New Testament, shown in alphabetical order. All forms listed (where
they actually occur in the New Testament) are in the Indicative Mode, 1¢ Person, Singular.
Verbs in each principal part are broken down into augment, stem + tense suffix, and ending,
respectively, as they occur within a given principal part.

Particularly represented among the irregular verbs are: “Contract” verbs (stems ending in
a-, &-, or 0-), "Deponent” verbs (verbs with “middle/ passive” endings that are translated
“actively”), “Defective” verbs (Aorist verb forms with “middle/passive” endings that are
translated “actively”), “Liquid” verbs (stems ending in A-, v-, or p-), “m”-Verbs (present
principal part ending in —ur), and “Mute Stem” verbs (“labial” stems, ending with g, 7, or ¢;
“palatal” [gutteral] stems, ending with y, x, or x; and, “dental” [lingual] stems, ending with
0, 7, or 0). Remember also, that the verb’s actual stem is not always the same as its “present”
stem (e.g., cwCw, present stem: ow(C-, actual verb stem: ocwdo-).
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PRINCIPAL PARTS OF FREQUENTLY USED IRREGULAR GREEK VERBS

Future Active

Aorist Active

Perfect Active

Perfect Middle/Passive

Aorist Passive

Present Active
A w Ao w £ lvo a Aé Avk a Aé Av pou € Avon v
ayyéAr w ayyel w fj yyed o 1fj yyed pou i YyéA v
ay w aé w 1 yay ov 1y po fj x0n v
alpé w aipnjic opon™ el A ov 1 pnx a 1 pn pat 1] péon v
aip w ap @ npa 1 px a 1 p pa 1 pbn v
axov w axovo w 1j Kovo « ak 1 xo a** 1 kovoOn v
auapTdv auaptiic w N uapt ov N uaptnK o
N uapto ao
avoly w avoi§ w fj voi§ « avéwy o 1} véwy pai ] véwx0on v
1 véwé a)
ATOKTEV @ ATOKTEV @ am é KTew o am e xktavon v
amoAAv amnoléo w anw Aeo a | an@ AwA a
apéox w apéo w 1j peo o 1 péoon v
apvé opar® apvéc opar™ | 1j pvno aunv* 1j pvn pou 1 pviOn v
apx w apé opar* 1 p& aunv*
adin w adnoc w apnrx a*** adeix o adel pat apéon v
-Paiv w? -Pric opau -€ pn v -Bé pnx
PaAr w Par w £ Bal ov Pé PAK o Pe PAN pou £ PA1iOn v
yaué @ yauio w £ ynu a ye yaunk a € yaunon v
yiv opar* yeviio opar* £ yev ounv* Y€ yov « ye yévn pot £ yevijon v
YIWoox w yvawo opar* £ yvw v € yvox a € yvwo pot £ yvwoOn v
ypap w ypay w £ ypap a Y€ ypad a Y€ ypap pa € ypagn v

*  Deponent (or Defective) in this part

**  Double reduplicaton

*EE k-Aorist

1Second Perfect

2This verb always occurs in compound with a prepositional prefix (e.g., dvapaivw)
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PRINCIPAL PARTS OF FREQUENTLY USED IRREGULAR GREEK VERBS

Present Active Future Active Aorist Active Perfect Active Perfect Mid./Pass. Aorist Passive
A w Ao w £ lvo a Aé Avk a Aé Av pou £ AvOn v
Oeikvy i o€l w £ daé a 0& dery pau £ delxOn v
0éx opar* 0&E opau® £ 6e& aunv* 0€ dery pau £ 6éxOn v
o1vdox w o1aé w £ 0idas o £ 010axOn v
oidbw mi 0wo w € dwk a*** 0¢é dwk a 0€ b0 pa £ 600n v
OlwK w owé w £ diwé o oe Oiwy pau € 01wx0On v
ooV apar® ovvno opau 1 dvvnOn v
(1} bvvacOn v)
&yyiC w gyyio w 1j yyio a 1 yyix a
el ui éo opar® fjunv (Imperfect)
EATiC w At fj Amioc 1 Amux o
épyal opar* 1 pyac aunv* &l pyaoOn v
épx opou* édevo opar™ 1j AO ov: A 11 AvO a5
é00i w ¢ay opar* € pay ov
evayyeliC w | evayyeldic w | e0n yyélio o evn yyelioc pou evn yyedioOn v
(-aunv®)
evpiox w evpric w evp ov evpnK o eVPEON v
EVX opou® ev opar* evg aunv*
& w & w & ox ov € oxnk
O w Oedrjo w 1 0éAnoc a
-Ovijox w: -0avov par™ - Oav ov? Te Ovijx a

* Deponent (or Defective) in this part

2This verb always occurs in compound with a prepositional prefix (e.g., dtoOvijokw)

3This deponent Greek verb utilizes a thematic “a” vowel in forming its Present endings.

4Stem for this 2nd Aorist verb is “éA6-"

5Double reduplication, Second Perfect
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PRINCIPAL PARTS OF FREQUENTLY USED IRREGULAR GREEK VERBS

Present Active Future Active Aorist Active Perfect Active Perfect Mid./Pass. Aorist Passive
A w Ao w £ lvo a Aé Avk o Aé Av pou € AvOn v
iotn wm oT10 W £ otno « &€ otk as £ otdaOn v
Kol Koo @ € xavo KE Kav ot £ xav0n v
KaAé w KaAéo w’ xaldeo o Ké KANK o K€ KA pat € xA1jOn v
KAV @ KAty @ € kKA o K€ KAk o € kAiOn v
Kpiv @ KpIv @ € kpw a KE KpIK KE KpL poel £ kpiOn v

Aaufav w Afuy opon £ Aap ov & Ang os &l Anu pou £ AjpOn v

ANy opan)
Aein w Ael)p w € Aim ov A€ Aot ot A€ Aeu pon £ Aeipn v

Havlav w € uaO ov ne pank o

HéAA w ueAdijo w 1j ueAd ovs
(€ neAl ov)
Hé&v w Hev @ & ueww o He pvijx o
uipox uvijo w & uvno a HE v pa € uvnjoOn v
opd w oY opar™ £ id6 ov £d pax a5
oY w & maO ov mé ovl «
neld w nelo ¢ meio a né 1oi0 a Té TIEC pai € meioOn v
v @ i opar* € T oov mé MWK & € moon v
TNT W TEC ovpa™ &€ meo ov é MTWK

* Deponent (or Defective) in this part

1Second Perfect

5Double reduplication; note change back to “rough breathing” as in present part.

®Note “rough breathing” over the reduplication (like the augment):
’Does not lengthen final stem vowel before
8Even though the present part has no initial vowel, this verb normally forms its augment with a long vowel (“1”).

" _u

”

“g

Note the change from “rough breathing” in the present part to “smooth breathing” in the future part.
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PRINCIPAL PARTS OF FREQUENTLY USED IRREGULAR GREEK VERBS

Present Active Future Active Aorist Active Perfect Active Perfect Mid./Pass. Aorist Passive

A w Ao w £ lvo a Aé Avk a Aé Av pou £ AvOn v

OTéAN w oTel w £ oTeid o € otadx a € otad pau £ otaAn v

oTpéP w oTpéY w £ otpeyp o &€ otpay pou € otpagn v
ol w owo w ¢ owo a 0é owK o 0é ow po £ owOn v
TeAé w TeAéo w’ € Tédeo o Te TéAexk o Te Tédeo pau £ TeAéoOny
TiOn O1o w £ Onx a Té Oax a Té Oet pou £ TéOn v
TPEX @ £ dbpau ov

daiv w Ppav ovuar* £ pav a £ ¢pavn v
Pép w oic w j veyx a** v vox ats 1} véxOn v
Ppevy w Ppevé opar* £ vy ov né pevy a

POeip w POepw € PpOep o € pOap pau € ¢pOapn v

*  Deponent (or Defective) in this part

*EE e-Aorist
1Second Perfect

5Double reduplication; note change back to “rough breathing” as in present part.

’Does not lengthen final stem vowel before
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